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Newspaper Cred;bﬂxty
In the words of CIA Dnrector,

George Bush, the use of )ourna-

erations has met with “‘con-
siderable quiet underetanding”
by a “number of members of '
the Fourth Estate.” '
Mr. Bush didn’t consult us.-
Nor would . we expect -him to

venture opinions from the: news- ¢

men of little America. = -

Had" he approached us we
would have toid him we ‘do ot
believe a newsman should ever.
have- an - surrepxtlous alliance:
with - any element ‘of- govern~
ment

The one thmg any newspaper
worthy of the name must have
going for itself is credibility.

Reporters and editors must

news. If they are ever in'a
posit]on where their news judg-
ment can ‘be affected by secret
agreements with powerful agen-
cies of govnrnment their credl-
blhty can be destroyed &

If people, doqt believe. in .a
newspaper, they won't. buy it
for fear the mformatlon they're
gettmg is tamted

The Foundmg Fathers devel-
oped the constitutional concept.
of freedom of the press not be-
cause they believed newspapers
were. the repositories of eternal
wisdom, but because they knew

somebody, some institution: had
to stand as a watchdog over
government

Someone had to be in a posx-
tion ‘to. present.unvarnished in-
formation to the people to use
in making ]udgments about pub--
lic affairs. :

How can a- watchdog_ perform
if on: a govemment Ieash" :

We_dont beheve it- can.. -
A . m»“';x { VY |
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